Con We Verify the Reliod
ond Trustworthiness of 1
Seriptures Over Time?

‘The gross withers ond
Howers foll, but +he
word of our God endure
forever' (Isaioh 408).

"El/ay word of God js
Hawless, he is a shiela
those who toKe refuge n
hint" (Froverbs 305).

"The sum of your word is
truth, and every one of your
;gAfeous rules endures
orever' (FPsodm 117160).
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—¢yes of the blind be gpened an 6040{0/5 i o

__the eoss of the deat unstopped
(saioh 254-5).

"The Lord gives sight +o +he blind,
the Lord (ifts up those who ore
bowed down, the Lord loves the
righteous’ (Psodrs 1468).

Bremise #l
Whatever begins to
exist has oo couse. { "But he wos piecced for our
( tronsgressions, he wias crushed 4
Fremise #Z L our iniguities, the punishment th
THe universe begon to | bfoujﬁv% us pesce was on him,
o { and by és wounds we W‘;;r 2
EXizT. \heoled.. For he was cut off #7
Doritlision the lond of M; living, for the
ONCLUZ! (Hronsgression o eople he s
Therelore, the wniverse | punjshed.. After > ;Mpﬁuf/”
7 cause [ he will see the light of life ar
a5 0 |be satistied, by his Krnowledge
= / | righteous servant will justi
Which = % Yo ey ol
P, iniguities' (sai04 5252b)l).
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EVIDENCE

Department:

Authentication Agency
Investigator:

Case:

Confirming Christ

Documentation:

Eyewitness Testimony, Old Testament
Prophecy, Non-Christian Historical
Accounts, Archeological Discoveries,
Science, & Philosophy.

Subjects in Question:

Are the claims about Jesus from the
Bible historically reliable? If so, how
should we respond to these truths?
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DEBRIEFING \]
e Probiry Questions. As
Secondbond Testimony (Motthew 113-212) ki 5 ol
& Whot is the real meaning of Christmas? k | EeaueTions | Y|
P > L The biblical testimony of Matthew elearly regords Tesus |
® Wiy is this eloim almost too good to be true? ’ b, &28h e Letoon thot was born in B cither 3
- L rght o or just bebore the Ist century AL i
// 724 ,oropAds Foretold thot the Messioh would be o- read
S How does this distinguish Christionity from other religions? b b, mirocdlowsly ¢, 0nd born of -
> | | n/omﬂﬂ in the ity of B&Aleﬁem e o
M Ma.m,pmced Jesus in o 15+ aml-«ry wm‘-ex+ Md _
, | compored him to other famous e G fyufes
L8 sa,oAns ods0 referenced Jesus o5 howing oo b_.
Erophecy - | £ le don't 4 bl
® What do we leorn from Micakh and [s04aR's prophecies? o Zee fam”' sheligenas v o s
> A While tHhe precise location con't be Koot ok cerfwn,
| %; the Church of the N offers very early cwa(mu
L thot substontiotes the b_________ of Je
O WAy do these two prophecies odd validity to Jesus birth? : 3&“54:5, G g il
> ‘ £
Anciont Non-Christion Historieal Accounts E | -
@ How do the accounts show Jesus to be o real person? WV T el e i .

> ] f “\\;\) '5euy born in Bethlehem, lsrael, Tesus was I

/‘ A person who (—__ lived in the |

15t cenfa{y
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<& WA)/ should we trust writers liKe fa'se,oAus ond /‘7ar07
> - R DN ;

& WAGt do we learn Ffrom the Church of +he /\/a»h‘uhy? N2

>
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Exhibit B5 ) f+

e Pool of Silo0w
o fa’uﬁalw) /5f0'¢l
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I" When o sewer pipe burst in 2004, on lsraeli ‘ % ag

- construction erew found much more thon o leak. | & E‘ ?

| FPortunately, all digging in Jerusalem reguires an | S 2

| archeolggist to be on site. Instead of a- mere problem, - S~ S

© they discovered 0. series of ancient steps that led | RS °? 3

. down into o losge pool. TAot pool, situated on the | TP

| south side of the temple mownt; was what the Bivle S§ e
| calls the Pool of Siloam. i wos orginally constructed - . h oo .
. by King Hezekioh to provide woter o Jerusalem | =

|

JusuInBay [201B0IOWSOD Weley YL

. while ander sigge. It was lofer used in Jesus time os

I a rituod waasAuy betore entering the temple. s

; existence gives credence to the Blbles accuracy u/Am
reporting historical pegple and ploces. =

ashed ay} ‘puy
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PEBRIEEING e

o seoes——— Frobing Questions. B? : Deductions
Eyewitness Testimony (Jobn 7/-41) ) b :
7 S s ‘ y | L Eyewitnesses testitied to Jesus' m————___ power ond |
& Why didn't the reljgious leaders believe the miracle? k  Cloimed thot i conld only be done by someone thot is |
= From G__. i
; AL : 5 3 297 |
©  What is Jesus' bigger point obout blindness in John 7.39: ' 0 ‘7714 prop kW inod ot e /‘7455/ Al b vl 59
X [~ o e B pecouse He would actuslly be 6 3
H/mﬁelf i
‘ /// Waite +A¢ external sources do no+ speaf/ca.ll/ stote that |
Erophecy J'Zs«s ,ﬂc(fa{med mirocles, the Todmud does offirm his F
® Whot do both prophecies say thot the Messiah will do? [ " acts, and Fliny obsecved the fact Maa'-
> « E«s /o([owers A him as God.
@ Who specitically does lsajoh prophesy will come? A/ Fehits discovery L d,,mﬂ ,Drove
> | a»'yf%/ﬂ\j about Jesus' miracles, but it does pm//a(a
Ancient Non-Christion Historical Accounts | § ERe it e Azsl-or/a;fy of the eyewitness a.caoum‘
* Why does the Gabylonion Todmud codling Jesus o I U The miracle of creating the universe out of n
‘sorcerer' octuadly give us evidence of His miracles? 8 makes other miracles, liKe healing a- blind person or
> ; | g raqsing the dead, Aghly p—— ., especiodly if the
®  According +o Rliny, who wos Jesus to early Christions? Py PREe o A‘H”P‘”’ fo be that same ¢
= | ‘_
&A“[ ......... TR T sy Ly e g e . 1
@  How does +he Pool of Siloom help +o verif)/ the Gible? Y W5 repsondble to conclude thot Jesus |
= -9 readly did p mirocles. ,As such, on
: |
<. ST top of beiny a real, historical m—_, He .
2aence 050ply ' so showed Himself +o be £ God. |
|9 How does the Kalom offer revsons to believe in miraeles?, | NI o= — = r—fmsmimimimim e e
b= .
" } Conclusion B8 |
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DEBRIEFING

Frobing Questions. (6
Eyem/mss ﬁshmony (Tohn 13, 184-1316)

*) How did Tesus sAou/ true love in spite of Judas bd-rcwaﬁ

>

7& i MAM n/%afé we actuddly more l;Kc fua(M, Filote,
ond Coiaphos thon we are liKe Jesus?
>

@ Reod Motthew 2025-28. How can we follow His exmpéei_«
=
grogéeag

> _____

0) What are 3 connections to Judas from Psalm 4197
‘ >

|

Ana;em‘* Non-Christion Historicod Accounts

v How does Celsus ma.duerfwﬁ)/ venfz fesus bdrayaﬁ )

L >
Wk is Phitos deseriphon of Pilate heipfiul? i
> . :
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1

-J'Es«s was. a.cfua.(ly bdrayed Md fgeafea( I

his £ and condemned
mulh,ola, veritied 1 Just as the
p/opﬁdﬁ fof&foéd.
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Jesus' Cracitixion:. attested fact in history!

*Jesus' death as o consequence of crucifixion is indisputoble!’

- Gerd Ludemann (Atheist New Testament Historion)
'One of the most certosn £0.ets of history is thot Jesus was crucitied
on orders of the Roman prefect of Judea; Pontius Bilote'?

- Bart Ebrmon (Agnostic New Testament Textual Critic)

Thot he wos crucified is 05 sure 05 arything historicod con ever be'® |

= ID Crossan (Jesus Seminar New Testoment Seholor)

WA)/ does Tesus' historicod death motter so much?

Besides being required for o resurrection, it's odso o fundomentol issue
to the reliability of the Bible, especiodly in contrast with the Quron:

Qur'an Bible

An-Nisa' 4:157 John 19:16b-18, 33-35
(c. 650 AD) (c. 70-100 AD)
And [for] their saying, “Indeed, | So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing
we have killed the Messiah, his own cross, to the place called The Place
Jesus, the son of Mary, the of a Skoll, which in Aramaic is called

messenger of Allah” And they | Golgotha. There they crocified him, and with
did not kill him, nor did they | him two others, one on either side, and Jesos

crocify him; bot [another] was between them... But when they came to
made to resemble him to them | Jesvs and saw that he was already dead, they

And indeed, those who differ | did not break his legs. But one of the soldiers |

over it are in dovbt about it. pierced his side with a spear, and at once
They have no knowledge of it | there came out blood and water. He who saw
except the following of it has borne witness—his testimony is troe,
assumption. And they did not and he knows that he is telling the
kill him, for certain. troth—that you also may believe.

Only one con be right, ¥ unbiased Aistorions cledrly side with +he Gible!

f .

FING

ﬁ:ymif‘n&s ﬁsﬁmon,y (Motthenw 2732-56 £ John 19/7-37)

D List 3 concrete evidences +Aot show Jesus really died?

>
>
>

& WAat are some additionod miracalons veriticotions?
>

Erophecy

Frobing Questions. D7

&  How do the accounts foretell detoils about Tesus Aeoth?

>

O Why would the Messioh be crushed, purished, ¥ wounded?
>

Ancient Non-Christion Historicod Accownts

" Gerd Ludemann, The Resurrection of Christ. A Historical lnguiry, 2004, p. 50
2 Baort Ehrmon, The New Testoment. An Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings, 201, pp. 2él-2
2 TP Crossan, A Revolutionary Biggrophy, 17194, p. 45

P Whot was the extreme penodty thot Tacitus references? |

>

@ How does Thollus verity the darKness ot the crucitixion?

>

cheol

@ How does the Yehohownon foot add credence to +he 5*0/}/.7

2=

ience ¥ Philoso,

@ How does +he 3ibl_¢'5 occount of Jesus deoth hold up +o
historicad criticism, especiodly composed to the Qur'an?
>
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A a.nd Modtthew, two of fesas c(oses/* follw(ers,
wrote qemf-ness testimonies abam‘- J'esus‘ .
dea#z‘ erucifi on.

£
\ % 3 L~

;, | There wos no}c - oy
m,ade—up stories. J'esus ffﬂ[){ died o read,
death on the cross Jus+ as the

& AT

B_g__»_‘says,
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(1) Thevre's no vecord o anyone SUrviving 3 Sull Rowan crucifixion,
(2) He was seen alive and n perfect health 3 few da\)s |atev. How could
he have completely vecovered after being beaten and thewn crucified?

) Sk

(1) The wowen actually followed along and watched as Jesus was buvied.
(2) How wmany other tombs had quards and 3 Roman Impevial seal?

(3) wouldnw't the authovities present the covvect tomb and Jesus’ body.
(4) 't doesn’t answev the disciples’ claim o have Seen him vesuvvected,

Sbolen Body Theory—esus!diserplesseeretly-sbote-hisbody:

(1) This assumes the scaved, scatteved disciples weve able to overtake
the Rowan quavds, wove the stone, and get away unnoticed.

(2) History tells us that all of desus’ Sollowers weve willing to die Sor
theiv testimony. Why would they all pevsist fov @ known lie?

i e s e L

(1) This wmight be possible $ov one eyewitness, but the Bible claims that
He appeaved to the disciples and over boo people at the Sawme time,

(2) Theve s no evidence Sov wmass or shaved hallucinations.

(3) Hallucinations vavrely involve wmove than one of the five senses, and
we know the disciples saw him, heard him, and touched him,

Actugdl Resurvection Theovy: Jesus vedlly did vise §rowm the grave,

(1) The Prophets, like 1saiah, Sovetold it 700+ years beSove it happened.

(2) The eyewitness vecovded theiv dccounts in the four gospels and
ncluded humwiliating detdils like their unbelie§ and fewmale testimony.

(3) The apostles all su§§evred persecution and wmost died fov this belief.

(4) The event continues to change lives and the tvajectory of histovy.

(5) Non-chvistian histovical writers provide unbidsed verification.

(6) Avcheological evidence backs up the claim.

DEBRIEFING

Frobiryg Questions. €7
Eyewitness Testimorny (Jokn 19:28-20-3)

& How did Jesus Followers first respond to the empty tomb?

>

®  What changed the minds of Mary and the Disciples?
>

% How does Ist century nggotivity towond female testimory
help volidote the occomnt os occurote?
>

Erophecy
O How do the prophets metaphoricodly describe resurrection?
>

@ See Acets 1235-38. Con Psadm 169-10 be oabout Povid?

>
Ancient Non-Christion Historicol Accounts

P Nome ¢ things these writers oscribe to Jesus.
>

cheol. : d
S . How can the Holy Sepulehres history bolster our cose?
> - ;
ience ¥ Philoso, 2
<& WA)/ do the noturadistic theories for +he resurrection fa.il?_
= |
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v as it éounds, n"s more ra,honal
to +—___ tHhot fes«s rose From the dead
than to b in 0sy other theory.
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DEBRIEFING

Eyewitness Testimory (John 17/-2¢)
» What s eternod lite according to Jesus?
j >

®  How did God poss down His word in the New Testoment?
>

®  According to Jesus, whot is God's word ¥ whot does it do?
>
Erophecy

& List 5+ claims the Old Testoment makKes about the Gible?
>

Frobing Questions. Fé

Ancient Non-Christion Historicold Accounts
@ Look up Aets 182, How does Suetonius help confirm the

bistoricad occurocy of on event in the book of Acts?
>

@ How does Lucion verify Christions use of the Bible?
>

aAeol

% How do the DPead Seo. Scrolls vem‘}/ biblicod m«r&wy
>

:f’ WA)/ is this speaifiwlz)/ true Qbout [5040R's prophecies?
, >

k  handing down of God's word (referred to o5 “the +—__ ")

b o A/sfanw.[ event from +A¢ book of A

Leductions
l. John, who wos present ot the time, weote obout Jesus'

to the Disciples, and how Jesus then would be sending

‘them out to preserve ond prodcum His m to Me ,

rest of the world | ¥
4|

1. The Old Testament possges makeithis some 1ruth
elaim as they 4 the flawless, firm, valuoble,
ond. fa{a/a end«my nature of Gods. word. "

=

/// La‘&i 1's account shows that His message wos p__
on 1"0 the next generation of Christions M 1"@ Followed
the ‘novel rites' and "lows' of Jesus by . Suetonius

| writings reveal Christians ‘moKing a(/sfurba.nces" for

- Following Jesus instead of Rome while adso v

§
|

e M m‘unean%ry of the P___ S__ Serolls pm//a(es 56
8 era- proof of biblicod prophecies and serves as just one
f of mary m_—_______ discoveries that offer confidence
in how the b—_____ writings hdwe been preserved
fwMﬁ«lZy over time. ' |

\ Though minor variotions exist, the evidence |

points to o consistently p.______ ond
.§ reliobly authoritotive Bible that has been !
.4 possed down 05 God's own w—__ over time. |
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Conelusion

‘? .WAM do you think? Can we absolutely authenticate Jesus
| bosed on the evidence? Well, Ive got good news and bod
- news. The bod rews is thot were finite Aumons and con't
;‘ be (001 sure obout arything. The good news is thot we do
howe great reasons to be extremely confident in God's word |,
| owd the read, Fully mon, fully God, betroyed, erucified, and
resurrected person of Jesus. So, instead of oo closed cose, ﬁ&
were actually in the midst of o- lifelony pursuit. There's 8
€ more evidence out there, and it's up to you to find it. Hefé
L are a few tips to help you move the m«/esl-ja,hon forword.

Start with the Bible. Youll find more prophetic *@

PN\ -~ \,,z'*\\ L e -~

connections, encounter odditionod eyewitness occomnts, %
ond eventuadly run into o former sKeptic named Soul
whose life charged upon encountering the read Jesus.
Then, fact cheek those historicad accounts. Al are
helpful, but some are stronger or less contested thon .
" others. Also look for ofher accounts. TaKe the early
? church fothers for example. They may be o litHe more ',
4 ‘biased, but some of them, liKe Papias, had direct

g contact with the Disciples and originod sources, )
% Next, Keep digging into the archeological archives We & 2
§ barely serofched the surfoce of whot's odready been
o found, ond there ore new discoveries every doy
L% Finadly, seorch for decper answers in Science and
' Philosophy. You're going to find conflicting opinions, but
Jood investigator considers oll sides to discern the

4 _‘5
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In an ordinary investygotion, 5/7049, corroborated evidence. is. |
§ enough, but this is no ordindsy cose. Eternity itself is ot
stake, and oll the reasonoble evidence m the world can't *
‘g  stand on its own. Instead, weve actuod Just stumbled ,'{
upon the bgyinning stoges of what the /blc calls foith ‘/

P
i
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;‘ ‘Wow F04t4 is confidence in whot we hope for and ¢

G assuromnce about whot we do not see.. And without f04ith

. it is impossible to please God, becouse one who comes 1"0

Y Aim must believe thot he exists ond thot he rewords /-Aosgﬁ&
who earnestly seek him' (Hebrews Ili#e) &

¥ So faith relies on the evidence, but it adso moves beyond /1‘%
into edrnest seeKing. In other words, we con't just frust

thot Jesus really existed or even simply believe thot ke did

L all the amazing things cloimed in the Bible. Instead, we Y

Hare colled, based on t+hat evidence, to “trust in' Jesus with

our entire lives. Maybe it will help to think of it this way.

J
(‘ "Trust Thot' = Believing the Gibles cloims about God Ma(
Jesus ore frue bosed upon the reasonoble evidence.

"Trust In" = Acting on that reasonable belief by plocing
ones life and hope in submission to Jesus %AroégA foqith.

T

- We believe this investigotion has provided compelling reasons ;
& for you to “trust thot' Jesus is both reod and true; but we ¢
) adso proy thoat you will come to ‘trust in' Him as the onq
source of lite, meaning, ond hope.
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Now +o the King eternal, immortad, /m//sfble, the onl)/
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