Con We Verify the Reliod
ond Trustworthiness of 1
Seriptures Over Time?

‘The gross withers ond
Howers foll, but +he
word of our God endure
forever' (Isaioh 408).

"El/ay word of God js
Hawless, he is a shiela
those who toKe refuge n
hint" (Froverbs 305).

"The sum of your word is
truth, and every one of your
;gAfeous rules endures
orever' (FPsodm 117160).
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—¢yes of the blind be gpened an 6040{0/5 i o

__the eoss of the deat unstopped
(saioh 254-5).

"The Lord gives sight +o +he blind,
the Lord (ifts up those who ore
bowed down, the Lord loves the
righteous’ (Psodrs 1468).

Bremise #l
Whatever begins to
exist has oo couse. { "But he wos piecced for our
( tronsgressions, he wias crushed 4
Fremise #Z L our iniguities, the punishment th
THe universe begon to | bfoujﬁv% us pesce was on him,
o { and by és wounds we W‘;;r 2
EXizT. \heoled.. For he was cut off #7
Doritlision the lond of M; living, for the
ONCLUZ! (Hronsgression o eople he s
Therelore, the wniverse | punjshed.. After > ;Mpﬁuf/”
7 cause [ he will see the light of life ar
a5 0 |be satistied, by his Krnowledge
= / | righteous servant will justi
Which = % Yo ey ol
P, iniguities' (sai04 5252b)l).
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ﬂMA’ you for opening this eriticad investigotion into the
¥ ewdenu contirming Christ. While some pecple believe the
Bible contains the trustworthy, reliable, ond timeless
words of God, others claim it fo be made up by men,
exaggeroded over time, and fmahona(l)/ irrelevont today. |
Either woy, we shouldn't just take someone elses word ;f
for it. Instead, we have to look ot all the evidence ond
moke o well-informed, rotional decision for ourselves, ._.?3
' To Quthenticote the evidence, you'll complete six missions
thot looK bacKk into the first century events and
biblicod eloims of o mon colled Jesus of Nozareth.
y Was he o real person? Did he cloim andlor prove to be
God? Are the stories about His lite, betroyad, and
rejection true? Did he really die by crucitixion? Is the
| resurrection even plousible? Con we actually trust the
Bible 05 0n occurate, historicod source’
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While odl of +hese questions oxe important ond eoch one
‘ builds upon the others, the foundotion of Christionity f
| utimately rises or Folls with Jesus bodily resurrection. 5
. The apostle Poul put it this way, ‘If Christ has rnot been
roised, your faith is futile, you one still in your sins' (I éa
v Corinthions 1517). If the evidence doesn't leod us to & ¢

L read fes«rfeahon, we must look dsewﬁcrc for life and B

s

Ma( everyone should worship him occordingly.
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How +o (/Sé ‘ﬂ/S _%7"

& We recommend +o.King on one mission per day as on individuod ¢
§ or one per weeK 05 o fomily. If possible, moKe it a speciod,
% planned njght with snocks of even themed decorotions.

You con view the evidence online, but it will be more eryaging
- for your fomily if everyone has their own printouts. To store
( the exhibits, create o cose file by attoching the included

§  eidence lovel 1o 0 ex1 Krabt envelope. Add exhibits to your

W file as you proceed throngh each mission.

« & Byin cach session with the mission inguiry. The first objective
will t0Ke you right to the source of the eyewitness accounts ¢
found in scripture. You con read it as o fomily or wateh it oy

€ norroted and portroyed thonks to the Lumo Froject video.

f & Talk obout the account and then relote it back to the
: pra,ﬂAea exhibits. MoKe sure to point out when +A¢/v ere
written ond how Mq were fulfilled by Tesus.

Next, exomine the extro. biblicad exhibits and specificodl,
concentrote on the Oress Aphlighted in red. ToKe rote that
mowy of these sources ore bostile to Christianity. That makes
them more credible 0.1d unbiosed, but it moy bring up some
guestions. Help ary yowner Kids process the context and how /+~.
actuddly helps to prove Jesus and the Bible.

? Wateh the archeslogy video and discuss the exbibit to show howrh

§  the discovery authenticates Jesus. Several missions will adso

f ineclude oo bonus scientific or philosophicad exhibit. If you can, &

" search online together to uncover even more resources. % =

L% Debriet throughout using the probing guestions. Since they're onl)/ 2;
designed to stort the discussion, itll be more impoetiul it you

05K 0 few extro- guestions of your own. 0,

& Complete eoch mission by summaodizing your deductions and \~
‘ announcing the finod verdict
& As always, feel free /-a a«sfomizz euaryfém\g to best fit your B

investigative team. | 4
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Types of Evidence You Will Encounter

EVIDENCE

|
i {
% Eyewitness Testimony 4
© Josus followers and their close composions wrote down |
‘ first ondlor secondhond occounts of Jesus' lite. These ‘/ Department:
historicod biggrophies serve 05 the primosy source ;
ﬁ moterial from which we will lounch our investiation. ¢ AUthentlcatlon Agency
y .
Brophecy o Investigator:
The Ol Testament seriptures mode monumentod cloims |
g Gbout specitic events, ploces, and charocteristics of the :*_,
- coming Messiah. Did Jesus readly fulfill them hundreds 7’
and sometimes even more +hon o- thousand years loter? / Case:

- a

Ancient Non-Christion Historicol Accounts
Often hostile toward Christianity, these external sources
ironicodly add on extro. loyer of credibility to the
biblicad record. Without a. ‘reljgious bias' they simply
wrote down what they observed as historicad realifies.

Confirming Christ

e

Documentation:

Eyewitness Testimony, Old Testament
Prophecy, Non-Christian Historical
Accounts, Archeological Discoveries,
Science, & Philosophy.

e

cheolo
Quer the years, numerous discoveries Aowve been unedrthed
thot provide strony, correlofive insphts into the pegple,

—\;L\_f/' ORGS0 \.-.\_‘A-"@"’“‘

places, culture, and historicity of the Bible. Subijects in Question:

S

Science ¥ FPhilosophy i 4 Are the claims about Jesus from the
By substantioting the biblicod norrotive with empiricod % Bible historically reliable? If so, how

evidence ond rotiondd oaguments, we con build o-
reasonoble fonMoﬂ for a confident +04tA.

should we respond to these truths?
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We proy thot )'ouﬁ?r investigotion will
- streqgthen your FRith ond develop or
Y confirm your confidence to procloim:

L 'TRo# Christ died for our sins in
* . Qecordonce with the Seriptures,
thot he wos buried, thot he was
rajsed on the third day in
accordance with the Seriptures’
( Corinthions 1520-4).

5 58
et e " 2

e

Soli Deo Gloria,
(For the Glory of God /Vonf)'f":
Loniel ¥ Tenni p/)(orl

BIBLE
BASED










DEBRIEFING
e i AN B Frobing Questions. A6

Secondbhond Testimorny (/otthew |18-212)
» What is the real meaning of Christmas?

> God come down to be with us ond +o sove us.
<® W/y is this eloim odmost foo good to be true?

> The almighty, all-Knowiny, infinite God of the Universe '

become a- humon boby boy out of love for us.
¥ How does this distinguish Christionity from other religions?
> Other reljgions tell us how we get up to God by beirny
Yood. 5Af/’5h’a»7/’1’7 tells us t+hot God came down to aus
becouse we couldn't be good enough on our own.
Frophecy
® Waat do we learn from Micah ond [soiak's prophecies?
> Messiah hod to come from Bethlehem ond o vifgin
conception to be Immonuel, which mesns "God with us!
@ WA)/ do these two propAec/es add «/a.l/d/f)/ to Jesus' birtA?
> They were written 700+ yeoars betore He was born.
Aneient Non-Christion Historicod Accounts
®  How do the occounts show Jesus to be a- real person?
> He had o brother nomed Jomes ond is compored to
other ancient fgures like Socrotes and Fythogoras.
P Why should we trust writers liKe Josephus ond Maral
> ﬂq Aod no reason to lie obout Ais existence.

| &aéeolg,z

® What do we learn from the Church of the Nativity?

> While not 1001 verifioble, Tesus' actuod birth in
Gethlesem is bocKed by very early physicol evidence. .

1

f e e e eSS

k | ' Leductions

L. The biblical testimory of Motthew cleart regords Jesus |
05 O (edd person thot was born in Bet: 1  either i
right ot or just before the st century AL

. The prophets foretold thot the Messioh would be o- real |
baby by, miraculously conceived, and born of & womon |

i in the city of Bethlehem. . Lo
I
L

M. Mara placed Jesus in o- Ist century context and
compared him to other fomous historical figures. %

Josephus odso referenced Jesus 05 howing o brother j
nomed Jomes, and foKe pesple dortt howe read siblings.

M While the precise location cont be Known for cectpin,
't the Church of the Nazarene offers very early evidence
! Hhat substontiortes the birthploce of Jesus in Bethlehem.

f “\\;0 Zeny born in Bethlehem, /5fM, Tesus wos ;
1 0“{\? 'k a real person who readly lived in the Ist |
G / ‘eentury. | |
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Exhibit B5 ) f+

e Pool of Silo0w
o fa’uﬁalw) /5f0'¢l

7

e T L L e e e o 5

I" When o sewer pipe burst in 2004, on lsraeli ‘ % ag

- construction erew found much more thon o leak. | & E‘ ?

| FPortunately, all digging in Jerusalem reguires an | S 2

| archeolggist to be on site. Instead of a- mere problem, - S~ S

© they discovered 0. series of ancient steps that led | RS °? 3

. down into o losge pool. TAot pool, situated on the | TP

| south side of the temple mownt; was what the Bivle S§ e
| calls the Pool of Siloam. i wos orginally constructed - . h oo .
. by King Hezekioh to provide woter o Jerusalem | =

|

JusuInBay [201B0IOWSOD Weley YL

. while ander sigge. It was lofer used in Jesus time os

I a rituod waasAuy betore entering the temple. s

; existence gives credence to the Blbles accuracy u/Am
reporting historical pegple and ploces. =

ashed ay} ‘puy
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& What do both prophecies say thot the Messioh will do? fflf'-—” :“*’MMZ £ty e the fact thot Jesus
> Mirocles, opening the eyes of the blind L e il
@ Who s,oea/r’iw,l[)z does Isaiat propAes)/ Tl rmiet M The Pool of Siloam discovery does not directly prove

> e " TA S A A A/Iy Qbout Jesus miracles, but it does prowd¢
Your God will come ez L 2 gcedengg to the A/sfona/fy of the qemf-ness account-

Frobinyg Questions. B? :
Exewitness Testimony (John 91-4)) | _ Eeductions \
s Why didrit the rdg/o«s leaders believe the miracle? | L Eyewitnesses testified to Jesus' micaculous power ond
> 729, diditt believe Tesus wos M,Lmé, Lrom God. : cloimed thot it could only be done by someone thoAt is

® What is Jesus' biger point obout blindness in John 9397 #rom God
> Everyone suffers from the true blindress of sin, but g U The ,WO,DA#? claimed +hot the Mess/M would be able to
those who readize it can repent and come to Jesus , do mirocles becouse He would actually be God Himself. i
for healing. (See | John 159 for even more detoils) . White the externald sources do not specifically stote thot
H

Erophecy | ‘ Jesus pectormed mirocles, the Todmud does atfirm his
L
l

Ancient Non-Christion Historicold Accounts

P Why does the Babylonion Tolmud colling Jesus o | "E; V. The mitacle of creating the wniverse out of nothing
‘sorcerer' octuodly give us evidence of His miracles? B ;’2‘:{ e;"; “Z[Z' L ‘bﬁ‘;f’”J & b;’zd ’}";_’Z: o
> W wosn't denying the work's, just how He did them. | ! R oy froode gt iafas

doing them Aa,opws 7"0 be thot same creator.
®  According to Fliny, who was Jesus to eorly Christions?

> He s0ys they worshiped him os God.
cheol,
&  How does +he Pool of Siloam Ae[p to ve/if)/ the Gible?

3> [t shows the Blbles occuracy in listing read places,
Science t Philosophy

- EEm R EE B EE T EE D EE P EE 2 Em D EE F EE L Em o Em r o

N> s reasonable Yo conclide thok Teus |
Y "y really did pectorm miracles. As such, on
: i fop of being o real, historicod mon, He

- 5 0Ls0 showed Himself +o be fully God l

@ How does the Kalom otfer reasons to believe in miroeles? T e e« sl e i e S e il e
> If God created the world out of nothing, He con do \ :

other mirocles too. Hence the elaim from John 933, i ¢ onclusion B8

‘If this man were not from God, he could do rothing T e R R e









DEBRIEEING

Eyewitness Testimory (Jobn 13, 18:4171¢)
& How did Jesus show true love in spite of Judos' betrayod?
> He humbly served ond woshed his feet Qrywdy. That's
the unconditionad, choice love the Gible calls 'ogope’
% In whot woy ore we actuddly more liKe Judas, Filote,
and Caiophos thon we are liKe Jesus?
> Though we do some good t+hings, we also &Aas& to b&h’@/g
 Jesus by turning oway into sin. This is cleorly seen in
Romons 310-12 ¥ 23 with the solution in Romons 24-25.
& Reod Motthew 2025-28. How con we tollow His example?
> In response to Jesus' life, we 0dso serve and sacrifice.
Erophecy
@ How does 1s0iodk say Jesus would fespond to reection?
> 9ra4¢fully like o- silent lomb to the sloughter.

Frobing Questions. (6

& Whot are 5 connections to Judos from Psodm 4i9? -

> Close friend = a(/sagle, shored breod = lost s«pger,
ond turned aga.msf me = betroyod.

Ancient Non-Christion Historical Accounts

% How does Celsus ma.a(uerfmﬁ)/ venf}/ Jesus' bdmyaﬁ P

> Thowgh hotetul, he still accepts the events as fact

% Why is Philo's description of Pilate helpful?

> [t gives an outside source thot motches the e Bivles

 characterization of the Romon prefect

Archedl
& What does the 0040.,0AM f‘oMb contirm avout the Bivle? _f
t) s historicodly occurote in naming real people. i
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DEBRIEFING

Frobing Questions. D7
Eyewitness Testimony (Motthew 1722-5¢ § John [917-27)
: / & List 3 concrete evidences thot show Jesus really died?

Tesus' Crucitixion: Tie > He wos put throwsh o full Roman crucitixion.

> John was there olong with 4 femode witnesses.

> The expert soldiers verified it by piercing his side.
® Whart ore some additionod miraculous verificotions?

> DorKkness ot rnoon, temple curtain torn, eorthguake
Erophecy
&  How do the accounts foretell detoils about Jesus Aeoth?

> Both reference the piercing nodls used in erucifixion.
O Why would the Messioh be crushed, purished, ¥ wounded?

*Jesus' death as o consequence of crucifixion is indisputoble!’
= Gerd Ludemann (Atheist New Testament Historion)

'One of the most certosn £0.ets of history is thot Jesus was crucitied
on orders of the Roman prcfaaf of Judeo; Pontius Filote'?
- Bort Ebrman (Agnostic New Testament Textuod Critic)

Thot he wos crucified is 05 sure 05 anything historicod coan ever be'’
= JD Crosson (Jesus Seminoar New Téstoment Seholor)

WA)/ does Tesus' historicod death motter so much?

Besides being required for o resurrection, it's odso o fundomentol issue
to the reliobility of the Bible, especiodly in contrast with the Quron:

Qur'an Bible > To bear our sins, bringing peace, healing ¥ salvation.
An-Nisa' 4:157 John M:]éb-]g) BALAE Ancient Non-Christion Historical Accounts
(c. 650 AD) (c. 70-100 AD) & WAat waos the extreme penalty thot Tocitus references?
And [for] their saying, "Indeed, | So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing > Christus' (or Chr /'51“’5) erucifixion ander FPontins Filote.
e | cunotoss o e place collod The Place & How does Thollus verify the dorkness ot the crucitixion?
Jesus, the son of Mary, the of a Skoll, which in Aramaic is called -

> He occepts the event as reality, but wromly calls it
on eclipse, which Julius proves impossible ot Possover.
cheol

@ How does the Yehohownon foot add credence to +he 5!'0/)/7

messenger of Allah" And they | Golgotha. There they crucified him, ond with ¢
did not kill him, nor did they | him two others, one on either side, and Jesos =
crocify him; bot [another] was between them... But when they came to
made to resemble him to them | Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they
And indeed, those who differ | did not break his legs. But one of the soldiers |+

over it are in doubt about it. pierced his side with a spear, and at once ; - - . -
They have no knowledge of it | there came out blood and water. He who saw > The writers were rot moKing up the nodls to Fit with
except the following of it has borne witness~—nhis testimony is true, their Old Testoment ,WopAecies W rea.(l)/ Aa.,o ,Derled.
assumption. And theu did not and he knows that he is telling the = RN E Al 50
kill him, for certain. troth—that you also may believe. M—*—Mpe&

&  How does +he Bibles account of Tesus' deoth hold up +o 7_
historicad criticism, especiolly compored to the Quran? ‘
> [F's the most attested foet in 41( of ancient Aisl-ory. P

Only one con be right, ¥ unbiased Aistorions elearly side with the Bible! |

" Gerd Ludemann, The Resurrection of Christ. A Historical lnguiry, 2004, p. 50
2 Bart Ehrman, The New Testoment: An Historical Introduction to the Ewllv Christion Writings, 201, pp- 262
2 TP Crossan, A Revolutionary Biggrophy, 17194, p. 45



A a.nd Modtthew, two of fesas c(oses/*’ follw(ers,
wrote qemf-ness testimonies abatd' Tesus ol deoth
Mhp&rﬁx/an. ‘ i ;

"y
gﬂal WA on the eross is
: _/enl- A;sfafy

| ﬂzrc was no 4&; or a/y mada—«p
stories. Jesus fruly died @ real, physicol
death on the eross Jusf as tHhe Bible 50y5.
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€ymi+ness ﬁsﬁmon,y (Tohn 19:28-203/)
&  How did Tesus' followers first respond tfo the empé/ tomb?
> A stolen body, disbelief, wonting to see for themselves.

®  What changed the minds of Mary and the Disciples?
> Read, physical encownters with the risen Jesus.

Frobiryg Questions. €7

Resury.

(1) Thevre's no vecord o anyone SUrviving 3 full Rowman crucifixion. % i ;
(2) He was seen alive and in Perfect health 3 few days later. How could | % How does Ist cenfury negotivity toword femode testimony
he have completely vecoveved after being beaten and thew crucified? Adp vodidote the occount as oaccurote?

) Sk

> To be more credible, o- fobricated story would howe
used men, liKe the disciples, o5 the initiod witresses.

(1) The wowen actually followed along and watched as Jesus was buvied.
(2) How wmany other tombs had quards and 3 Roman Impevial seal?

(3) wouldn't the authovities present the covvect towmb and desus’ body. | Erophec

(4) 1t doesn't answer the disciples’ claim to have seen him vesurvected. &  How do the Pr OFA&B M&?‘ﬂonf /&Ml)’ describe resurrection?

?ﬂw—wﬂwﬁwﬁr > Seeing the light of life, not left in the grave to decay

1) This assuwes the Scaved Scatteved disciples weve able to overtake >

R R I N ey P See Acts 1%35-38. Con Psadm 16910 be obout Povid:

(2) History tells us that all of Jesus’ §ollowers weve willing to die §or / > MNo, Powid's body decayed in the tomb. Jesus' did ot
S ey iU shed g v ov 3 Known et ; Ancient Non-Christion Historical Accounts

sl R B O A ®  Name ¢ things these writers ascribe +o Jesus.

(1) This might be possible fov one eyewitness but the Bible claims that
He appeared to the disciples and over 500 people at the Same time. > Uirtuous, foretold the futur () wﬂdmﬂed b)’ p (ot e,

(2) Theve is wo evidence §or wmass or shaved hallucinations. erucified, resurrected in % Aoy, showed pA)zs/aa.( noil

(3) Hallucinations vavely involve wmove than one of the five senses, and 5, wos ‘/‘A& M¢55/M # fu[/lled pfopAé&/&.
we know the disciples saw him heard him 3and touched hiw.

Actud| Resurvection Theovy: Jesus veally did vise §rom the grave. cheal

(1) The prophets, like 1saidh, fovetold it 700+ years befove it happened. . HOMI can the Hal 5&,!7«[&”65 A/Sf“o/y bolster our case?

(2) The eyewitness vecovded theiv dccounts in the four gospels and %ﬁ > [ 5A0”5 ./.W aorrespond/'y A/S?"a/'/&a-( P[M ex/s+.
Wcluded humilidgting detdils Iike their unbelie§ and female testimony. L ‘ BEREN Chil om0

(3) The apostles all su§§evred persecution and wmost died fov this belief.
(4) The event continues to change lives and the trajectory of histovy.
(5) Non-chvistian histovical writers provide unbidsed verification.

(6) Avcheological evidence backs up the claim.

1 Sy
& WWy do the naturalistic theories for the resurrection foil?
> They presuppose the impossibility of miracles ond |

ultimotely coannot account /a( all of the focts. #




as it éounds, n"s more (a,honal
+v trust thot Jesus rose from the deod
thon to believe in ary other theory.
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Deductions
Frobing Questions. Fé ethel ot
Eym/{-ngss ﬁs«hmony (Tobn 171-26) | . John, who wos present ot the time, weote about Jesus'
B 2 cternol Life aceording to Jesus? | Aawding down of Gods word (referred to as 'the truth')
> Knowing God ¥ believing in Jesus whom He sent (17:3) k . e pls&lp les) Qrcl how Jesus dfalt wotic be ey
Y Y : ‘them out o preserve and proalcum His messoge to the
& How did God pass down His word in the New Testoment? rest of the world.

= g ; S ' 5. -
f‘“"{,",'l’ - {ff”&”d; Jf::’ o 92”"” = | UL The Old Téstament passages moke this some truth
(Z2icle gete it thdonpl te. fposites messase U7l  laim as they guarantee the flowless, firm, valuable,
> According to Jesus, whot is God's word ¥ whot does it do? .

. and forever enduring noture of God's word.
> The truth that maKes sinners holy ¥ pure (1747). ‘ ‘ |
|
b

Brophecy | M. Lucion's account shows thot +his messaae wos passed

on to the next generation of Christians as 1%9/ Followed
@ List 5+ claims the Old Testoment makes abont the Bible? the ‘novel rites' and lows' of Jesus by {aith Suetonius
> Endures forever, is flowless, provides protection, equols

writings reveal Christions *‘moKing disturbonces' tfor
fruth, is f@A/-go“;' firm, more precions than Jold fo[lon/ﬂ@ Jesus instead of Rome while adso vodidoding o

3
‘i

|

\

i

i

H

; }

oD R

Ancient Non-Christion Historicod Accounts - Wstorical event from the book of Acts.
® Look up Acts 182, How does Suetonius help confirm the | LM The 'unecm%'y of the Dead Sea Serolls provides BL.
historical accuracy of an event in the book of Acts? [ et proof of biblicol prophecies ond serves a5 just one |
> He is the only outside source thot describes the some | of mary monsceript discovecies that offer confidence in |
event: *Cloudius hoad ordered odl Jews to leowe Rome: ' e iA‘ biblical writings have been preserved foithfully
over fime.

O How does Lucion verify Christions use of the Bible?
> He soys they worshiped Jesus by obeying his "novel
rites' and "his lows' on complete foith The church
believed ond lived by Jesus' commonds ond teachings,
cheol.
& How do the Pead Seo. Sc/olls verify biblicod aceuracy?
; > ﬂcy overu/Admuyl modeh our loster monuscripts. | :
@ WWy is this specitically true about ls0iaR's prophecies? i 60"4(“5"0,” F 7 4
> W proves they were written before Jesus' birth. e

\ Though minor voriotions exist, the evidence |

‘,\?&\\l\j‘&ai points to o consistently preserved ond

reliobly authoritotive Eible that hos been :
passed down as Gods own word over time. |
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Conelusion

‘? .WAM do you think? Can we absolutely authenticate Jesus
| bosed on the evidence? Well, Ive got good news and bod
- news. The bod rews is thot were finite Aumons and con't
;‘ be (001 sure obout arything. The good news is thot we do
howe great reasons to be extremely confident in God's word |,
| owd the read, Fully mon, fully God, betroyed, erucified, and
resurrected person of Jesus. So, instead of oo closed cose, ﬁ&
were actually in the midst of o- lifelony pursuit. There's 8
€ more evidence out there, and it's up to you to find it. Hefé
L are a few tips to help you move the m«/esl-ja,hon forword.

Start with the Bible. Youll find more prophetic *@
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connections, encounter odditionod eyewitness occomnts, %
ond eventuadly run into o former sKeptic named Soul
whose life charged upon encountering the read Jesus.
Then, fact cheek those historicad accounts. Al are
helpful, but some are stronger or less contested thon .
" others. Also look for ofher accounts. TaKe the early
? church fothers for example. They may be o litHe more ',
4 ‘biased, but some of them, liKe Papias, had direct

g contact with the Disciples and originod sources, )
% Next, Keep digging into the archeological archives We & 2
§ barely serofched the surfoce of whot's odready been
o found, ond there ore new discoveries every doy
L% Finadly, seorch for decper answers in Science and
' Philosophy. You're going to find conflicting opinions, but
Jood investigator considers oll sides to discern the
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In an ordinary investygotion, 5/7049, corroborated evidence. is. |
§ enough, but this is no ordindsy cose. Eternity itself is ot
stake, and oll the reasonoble evidence m the world can't *
‘g  stand on its own. Instead, weve actuod Just stumbled ,'{
upon the bgyinning stoges of what the /blc calls foith ‘/
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;‘ ‘Wow F04t4 is confidence in whot we hope for and ¢

G assuromnce about whot we do not see.. And without f04ith

. it is impossible to please God, becouse one who comes 1"0

Y Aim must believe thot he exists ond thot he rewords /-Aosgﬁ&
who earnestly seek him' (Hebrews Ili#e) &

¥ So faith relies on the evidence, but it adso moves beyond /1‘%
into edrnest seeKing. In other words, we con't just frust

thot Jesus really existed or even simply believe thot ke did

L all the amazing things cloimed in the Bible. Instead, we Y

Hare colled, based on t+hat evidence, to “trust in' Jesus with

our entire lives. Maybe it will help to think of it this way.

J
(‘ "Trust Thot' = Believing the Gibles cloims about God Ma(
Jesus ore frue bosed upon the reasonoble evidence.

"Trust In" = Acting on that reasonable belief by plocing
ones life and hope in submission to Jesus %AroégA foqith.

T

- We believe this investigotion has provided compelling reasons ;
& for you to “trust thot' Jesus is both reod and true; but we ¢
) adso proy thoat you will come to ‘trust in' Him as the onq
source of lite, meaning, ond hope.
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Now +o the King eternal, immortad, /m//sfble, the onl)/
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